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also are of our flesh, these also have erred and gone astray, these also are victims of an inscrutable and
relentless Fate. If it concerns us that the religions of the world are childish dreams, or nightmares; if it concerns
us that our penal laws and moral codes are survivals of barbarism and fear; if it concerns us that our most
cherished and venerable ideas of our relations to God and to each other are illogical and savage, then the case
for the Bottom Dog concerns us nearly. If it moves us to learn that disease may be prevented, that ruin may be
averted, that broken hearts and broken lives may be made whole; if it inspires us to hear how beauty may be
conjured out of loathliness and glory out of shame; how waste may be turned to wealth and death to life, and
despair to happiness, then the case for the Bottom Dog is a case to be well and truly tried. If man s flesh and
woman s flesh are merchandise or carrion; if the defiled and trampled souls of innocent children are no more
to us than are the trodden blossoms under the feet of swine; if love lies to us and pity is a cheat; if whips and
chains and contumely and the gibbet are meet for our sisters and our brothers and if dishonourable ease and
beggarly pride and the flatteries of fools are worthy of ourselves, then we have the Yellow Press and the painted
altar and the Parliamentary speeches and a selfish heaven and a hell where...
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