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whale s anatomy is laid bare; how his fat Is redeemed--to be told this In the form of a narrative, with aU
manner of dramatic but perfectly plausible Incidents Interspersed, Is enough to make the book completely
engrossing without the white whale and Captain Ahab s fatal monomania. In Moby Dick, all the powers and
tastes of Melville s complex genius are blended. Moby Dick is at once indisputably the greatest whaling novel,
and a hideous and intolerable allegory. It is, as Frank Jewett Mather, Jr. has said, Kipling before the letter
crossed with Sir Thomas Browne. Out of the mere episodes and minor instances of Moby Dick , a literary
reputation might be made. The retired Nantucket captains Bildad and Peleg might have stepped out of
Smollett. Father Mapple s sermon on the book of Jonah is in itself a masterpiece, and | know few sea tales that
can hold their own with the blood feud of Mate Radney and sailor Steelkilt. Captain Hook of Peter Pan is but
Captain Boomer of Moby, Dick with another name: and this an identity founded not on surmise, but on Sir
James Barrie s professed indebtedness to Melville. There are, in Moby Dick, long digressions, natural, historical,
and philosophical, on the person,...
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