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Before the New York Historical Society, January 7, 1879 In attempting a sketch of the life and literary labors of
our late associate, Evert A. Duyckinck, | dismiss, at the outset, any misgivings as to the degree of general interest
attaching to a career whose daily course came so little under public observation, and whose chosen aims were
so far removed from the ordinary pursuits of men. At first thought the life of a scholar and man of letters,
passed chiefly among his books, and marked by an avoidance of society and a withdrawal from the world,
presents few points of attraction, and may seem to furnish little material for even a brief biographical notice.
But the friend whose memory we honor was not a mere recluse, living a selfish life of intellectual ease. He was a
faithful and life-long worker. If his field of labor was retired, it was no less the scene of constant and patient toil;
if he preferred the quiet of his books and the companionship of their authors to the stir of active life and the
social intercourse of the world, it was not to hide or bury the talents committed to his keeping. In his self-chosen
seclusion he was always contributing his measure of honest work to that true commonwealth of letters in which
there is no conflict between the capital of intellectual gifts or acquirements and the labor of brain and hand,
but where all are co-workers, each in his own sphere, for the advancement of the best thought and intelligence
of the race. Evert Augustus Duyckinck, the son of Evert...
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